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Welcome to SSCECymru Parent's
Guide to Schools and Education
Wales 2015
The aim of this guide is to provide Armed Forces families living in, or
moving to Wales with practical information and advice regarding the
education system in Wales.

Who Is This Guide For?

This guide is for Armed Forces families where either/both parents
currently serve in the Armed Forces and whose children go to school/
will be going to school in Wales. The guide focuses on compulsory
primary and secondary education for children in maintained schools in
Wales (5-16 years).

If you have children who are preschool age or over 16, we have
provided some basic information regarding the arrangements in Wales,
but this is not the focus of the guide. There are links to additional
information that may be useful.

Forces Veterans and Reservists

If you have recently left the Armed Forces or are a reservist, some of
the information contained in the guide may still be relevant to you.
Where we have added specific information for you, it will be indicated
under a separate heading.

(All information is correct as of May 2015. Any changes to relevant
education or defence policy and legislation that may affect this will be
updated online through subsequent additions.)
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About Supporting Service
Children in Education Cymru
(SSCECymru)
SSCECymru is a Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) project,
established in July 2014 to raise awareness of the potential challenges
Service children in school in Wales can face as a result of deployment
and/or mobility (moving home/school). The project aims to give schools
and local authorities a better understanding of the potential needs
Service children may have and strengthen links across Wales to help
develop and share good practice.

SSCECymru would like to thank the many parents we have spoken to
when developing this guidance. We would also like to thank colleagues
across Welsh Government, the Children's Education Advisory Service
(CEAS), the Ministry of Defence's Directorate of Children and Young
People (DCYP), the Armed Forces in Wales, schools, the Welsh Local
Government Association(WLGA), and the Army Families Federation
(AFF) for their input into the guidance.

If you would like more information on the project or would like to
provide feedback on the toolkit, please contact: Laura Bryon or visit
www.sscecymru.co.uk for more information
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All Wales Standing Committee for
Service Children in Education
The All Wales Standing Committee for Service Children in Education is
a group of head teachers, local authority and Welsh Government
representatives, members of the Armed Forces, Ministry of Defence
officials, and other third sector organisations who are working together
to raise awareness of the needs of Service children in education, and to
develop and share good practice to help schools and local authorities
meet the needs of Service children in education across Wales.

Children’s Education Advisory Service (CEAS)

The Children’s Education Advisory Service provides information, advice
and support for Armed Forces families who have children in education
throughout the UK and overseas.

CEAS also runs a helpline for parents from 9.30am to 3.30pm, Monday
to Friday:

Telephone: 01980 618 244 (military: 94 344 8244) Email:
enquiries@ceas.uk.com | Fax: 01980 618245 (military: 94 344 8245)

More information can be found on their website
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Armed Forces in Wales

Although defence is not devolved to Wales and remains part of UK
government policy, there are arrangements in place to ensure that
Welsh Government and local authorities are able to work together with
the Ministry of Defence and members of the Armed Forces at all levels
in Wales.

Armed Forces Package of Support

In 2011, the Welsh Government Armed Forces Package of Support for the
Armed Forces Community in Wales was established to ensure that
members of the Armed Forces community are not disadvantaged in
accessing public services as a result of their service. The package of
support was updated in 2013 to include further signposting for the
Armed Forces community to a range of public services including
education, housing, health, childcare, employment and more.
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Armed Forces Community
Covenant
Armed Forces Community Covenants were created as part of the
Armed Forces Covenant, the key principles of which were made law in
the Armed Forces Act 2011. All 22 local authorities in Wales are signed
up to an Armed Forces Community Covenant. Each Community
Covenant is designed to meet the needs of the Armed Forces
community within that particular local authority. Fulfilling the
Covenants’ commitments will involve working in partnership with a
variety of organisations including Welsh Government, local health
boards, housing associations and further and higher education
establishments.

Apart from providing the opportunity to honour the UK’s Armed Forces,
a Community Covenant aims to:

Encourage local communities to support the Armed Forces
community in their areas and to nurture public understanding and
awareness among the public of issues affecting the Armed Forces
community

Recognise and remember the sacrifices faced by the Armed Forces
community;

Encourage activities which help to integrate the Armed Forces
community into local life;

Encourage the Armed Forces community to help and support the
wider community, whether through participation in events and joint
projects, or other forms of engagement.
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Inclusive education funding for all
learners in Wales
As education is devolved in Wales, there is a different approach to
grant funding which is moving away from targeting specific groups and
towards ensuring all grants are inclusive of different groups of learners,
including Service children. This means that although there is no distinct
funding for Service children through a Service Pupil Premium, funding is
in place to support all leaners to ensure they are not disadvantaged.

Schools and local authorities in Wales also have the opportunity to
apply for Ministry of Defence funding through the MOD Education
Support Fund for Schools with Service Children for specific projects that
will benefit Service children within the school community. SSCECymru
is working closely with schools, Welsh Government and local authorities
to encourage more schools to apply for this funding where there is a
need. The Education Support Fund is scheduled to end at the close of
the financial year 2017-18.

7

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mod-support-fund-for-schools-with-service-children-grant-application-form
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mod-support-fund-for-schools-with-service-children-grant-application-form


Education in Wales

Education in Wales is devolved. This means that the Welsh Government
has the ability to make laws and decisions regarding education in
Wales that are made separately from UK Government. If you are
moving into Wales, there will be some differences in the way your child
is educated and the assessments they take in school, but there are also
many similarities between the Welsh system of education and the
systems used in the rest of the UK.

Schools in Wales are divided into voluntary, local authority-maintained
and foundation schools. There are also independent schools.
Compulsory education in Wales is between 5 and 16 years.
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Education in Wales

Early Years

Early years is defined in Wales as the period of life from pre-birth to the
end of Foundation Phase, or 0 to 7 years of age.

The Foundation Phase is a holistic curriculum for 3 to 7-year-olds based
on the needs of the individual child to meet their stage of development.

Preschool

Up until the September before a child’s 5th birthday, 3 year-old and 4
year-old children are entitled to attend a Foundation Phase early
education setting (e.g. nursery) for a minimum of 10 hours a week
during term time (about 38 weeks of the year), should you want this.
This early education place can be either in a school or a private
childcare setting approved by the local authorities as a Foundation
Phase early education provider. The local Family Information Service
(FIS) will be able to provide further information or signpost you to other
information providers.
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/in-your-area/family-information-servic
es/

Childcare

Depending on where you live, you will be entitled to a certain number of
hours of free childcare for children aged between 2 and 3. This is based
on whether you live in a ‘Flying Start’ area. Flying Start is a Welsh
Government scheme which focuses on supporting families with young
children in the most deprived areas of Wales.

Welsh Government have a ‘Choosing Childcare’ document and a
‘Support for parents and financial help with childcare costs’ leaflet that
provide useful information. You can find them here:
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-you
ng-people/parenting-support-
guidance/childcare/choosingchildcare/?lang=en
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When Do Children Start School in
Wales?

In England most children start primary school in the September
before they turn five but are permitted to start school in each of the
terms in the school year within which they turn five);

In Wales children start primary school in the September before
turning five but are permitted to start school in each of the terms in
the school year within which they turn five;

In Scotland children with birthdays between March and August start
school in the August following their fifth birthday. Children with
birthdays between September and February start school in the
August before their fifth birthday (but this can be deferred until the
following September);

Northern Ireland has the lowest compulsory school starting age in
Europe: children who have reached the age of four on July 1st start
school the following September.
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Year Groups and Term Times

Comparison Table of School Year Groups across the
UK

Age in
school
year

Wales England Northern
Ireland

Scotland

National Curriculum
Wales

National
Curriculum

Northern
Ireland

Curriculum

Curriculum for
Excellence

4-5 Foundation
Phase

Reception Reception P1 Nursery/Early level

5-6 Year 1 Year 1 P2 P1 (Early level)

6-7 Year 2 Year 2 P3 P2 (First level)

7-8 Key Stage 2 Year 3 Year 3 P4 P3 (First level)

8-9 Year 4 Year 4 P5 P4 (First level)

9-10 Year 5 Year 5 P6 P5 (Second level)

10-11 Year 6 Year 6 P7 P6 (Second level)

11-12 Key Stage 3 Year 7 Year 7 P8 P7 (Second Level)

12-13 Year 8 Year 8 P9 S1 (Third/Fourth
level)

13-14 Year 9 Year 9 P10 S2 (Third/Fourth
level)

14-15 Key Stage 4 Year 10 Year 10 P11 S3 (Third/Fourth
level)

15-16 Year 11 Year 11 P12 S4 (Senior phase)

A-Levels and SCE Highers - not compulsory

16-17 Post 16 Year 12 Year 12 P13 S5 (Senior phase)

17-18 Year 13 Year 13 P14 S6 (Senior phase)
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Year Groups and Term Times

Welsh Term Dates: 2015/16

Term and Holiday Dates Dates

Start of school year (Autumn Term) 1st September

Autumn half term 26th-30th October

End of Autumn Term 18th December

Christmas holiday 21st December-2nd January

Start of Spring Term 4th January

Spring half term 15th-19th February

End of Spring Term 24th March

Easter holiday 25th March-8th April

Start of Summer Term 11 April

Summer half term 30th May-3 June

End of Summer Term 20th July

NB: Whilst term dates and times will be similar to the above table for
subsequent years, they are not yet confirmed. You will need to check
with your school/local authority to confirm future dates and any inset
training days. Term dates in Scotland and Northern Ireland will differ
considerably from the dates given above.
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Primary Education
Primary education in Wales is from 5-11 years. It covers the Foundation
Phase and Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum in Wales.

Foundation Phase

In Wales, the Foundation Phase covers learning outcomes for children
aged between 3 and 7. This covers Nursery and Reception, as well as
Year 1 and Year 2 in primary school. The Foundation Phase is the
statutory curriculum for both maintained and non-maintained schools in
Wales and encourages children to be creative and active in their
learning. The Foundation Phase has 7 areas of learning which are
delivered through practical activities and learning experiences, both
indoors and outdoors. The areas of learning are:

Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity

Language, literacy and communication skills

Mathematical development

Welsh language development

Knowledge and understanding of the world

Physical development

Creative development

Key Stage 2

Key Stage 2 covers the National Curriculum for 7-11-year olds. Children
are taught the core subjects of mathematics, English, Welsh and
science and the non-core subjects of design and technology,
information technology, history, geography, art, music, physical
education, and religious education.
At Key Stage 2, children begin to be assessed for literacy and numeracy
as well as end of Key Stage assessments.
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Secondary Education
Secondary schooling in Wales is for children aged 11-16 years. The
curriculum is split into Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. In Key Stage 3,
children are taught the core subjects of mathematics, English, Welsh
and science and the non-core subjects of design and technology,
information technology, history, geography, art, music, physical
education, and religious education. Near the end of Key Stage 3, pupils
will be asked to make choices regarding the subjects they want to
study in Key Stage 4 alongside the core (compulsory) subjects.

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4

English English

Welsh first language or Welsh second
language

Welsh first language or Welsh second
language

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

Modern foreign languages (this will vary
between schools)

Religious education

Design and technology Physical education and Personal and
Social Education (PSE) (Lessons not
assessments)

Information and communication technology Additional options offered by schools
on an individual basis

History

Geography

Art and design

Religious education

Music

Physical education

Further Education

There are many post-16 choices for young people living in Wales. If you
would like further advice on programmes of study available, you should
contact your local 6th form college.
Some websites that may help:
www.careerswales.com | www.collegeswales.ac.uk
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Examinations and Assessments in
Wales

Table Showing Examinations and Assessments in
Wales

Age in
School
Year

Wales Exams and Assessments

National Curriculum
Wales

4-5 Foundation
Phase

Reception No compulsory assessments. Teachers are
required to make notes on attainment and
development to help with transition to Key
Stage 2

5-6 Year 1

6-7 Year 2

7-8 Key Stage 2 Year 3 Annual national literacy and numeracy tests
(May)8-9 Year 4

9-10 Year 5

10-11 Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 assessment (Summer
Term) + annual national literacy and
numeracy tests (May)

11-12 Key Stage 3 Year 7 Annual national literacy and numeracy tests
(May)12-13 Year 8

13-14 Year 9 End of Key Stage 3 assessment (Summer
Term) + annual national literacy and
numeracy tests (May)

14-15 Key Stage 4 Year 10 GCSEs (level 1/2) | Welsh Baccalaureate |
Vocational qualifications15-16 Year 11
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Examinations and Assessments in
Wales

National Literacy and Numeracy Tests

Since May 2013 all Year 2-Year 9 children have taken these tests at
schools in Wales. The tests are part of a new National Literacy and
Numeracy Framework (LNF).

The main aims of the national numeracy and literacy tests are to:

Give schools an accurate gauge of individual children’s skills and
abilities;

Help drive up literacy and numeracy standards in children
throughout Wales;

Paint a clearer picture of how children are performing nationally
(until now, individual schools have carried out their own tests in
literacy and numeracy);

These will be the only end-of-year reading and numeracy tests
schools in Wales carry out from Y2 to Y9.
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Key Stage 2 and 3 Assessments
At the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) and Key Stage 3 (Year 9), teachers
are required to make statutory assessments for every child. Most
learners will be 11 or 14 years old at the end of Key Stage 2 and 3
respectively. It is possible that some may be older and some may be
taught in a class where the majority of learners are of a different age.
For each key stage, learners must be statutorily assessed (i.e. they must
receive an end of key stage teacher assessment) once only.

These assessments are made up of 4 components:

Practical and oral work

Written work completed in class

Homework

School-based assessments

http://learning.wales.gov.uk/docs/learningwales/publications/140221-statu
tory-assessment-arrangements-en.pdf
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Key Stage 4 Assessments

GCCEs

GCSEs are still the main general educational qualification in Wales.
They come in two levels: level 2 (grades A*-C) and level 1 (grades D-G).
Entrance into either level 1 or level 2 will determine what range of
grades a pupil can achieve. Pupils in Wales are required to take GCSEs
in some core subjects (English, mathematics, science) and short courses
in Welsh and religious education. Pupils are then also able to choose
additional subjects to study to complete their GCSE options.

A short course is the equivalent of half a GCSE which can be taken in
about half the time (approx. 3 terms).

The additional subjects and qualifications offered will vary between
schools, so it is important to speak to the schools regarding their
syllabuses, so you and your children are able to make the most
informed decisions.

From September 2015, there will be changes to the mathematics and
English GCSE qualifications in Wales. Children will be required to take
two GCSEs in mathematics (mathematics and numeracy) and two
GCSEs in English (language and literature). For Welsh first language
children in Wales, the same applies for Welsh language and literature.

For more information you can visit:
http://www.qualificationswales.org/

The Welsh Baccalaureate

Many secondary schools in Wales currently offer the Welsh
Baccalaureate Qualification. The Welsh Bac, or WBQ, is an officially
accredited and established qualification delivered by schools, colleges
and training providers across Wales. It combines personal development
skills with existing qualifications, like A levels, GCSEs and NVQs, to make
one wider award that is valued by employers and universities. Students
get experience of the world through a variety of work-related
experiences and learn how to apply skills in practical situations.

The Welsh Bac is currently available at foundation, intermediate and
advanced level. At Key Stage 4, pupils would undertake the Foundation
Diploma. From September 2015, the qualification will be changed to
include Key Stage 4 national (higher level) and foundation (lower level)
qualifications and post-16 national/foundation and an advanced
qualification.

For more information on the Welsh Bac visit:
http://www.welshbaccalaureate.org.uk/Welsh-Baccalaureate-Home-Page
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Moving Schools

Finding a School/Admissions

It is important to start making arrangements for your child’s school
move as soon as you can. There are several different ways you can find
out about schools locally:

Local authority websites (there is a full list of links at the end of this
guide);

My Local School: this is a Welsh Government website that offers
important information on local schools including pupil numbers,
attainment, courses studied, school budget per pupil and
benchmarking (comparison with similar schools across Wales). You
can search by school or by postcode or by local authority area;

Through local Armed Forces HIVE/welfare/community officers (list at
the end of the guide);

Through members of your Armed Forces community: many parents
will be in contact with other families who have already moved
to/previously lived in the area.
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Moving Schools

Finding a School/Admissions

If you can, speak to/visit the school(s) you would like your child to
attend. Let them know you are an Armed Forces family and give them
as much background as you can regarding your child’s education so far
and any additional learning needs they may have.

Once you have decided on a school(s), you will need to apply through
the local authority for a place. Some schools may be able to apply on
your behalf when you speak to them about a school place for your child.

NB: the Armed Forces Community Covenant advises that you can apply
for a school place for your child prior to moving to the area as long as
you have a postcode (this can be the base) and proof of posting.

“In Wales admission authorities must treat a Forces family as
meeting the residency criteria for a school catchment area, so long
as they can provide evidence that they will shortly be posted there.
You should make sure that you identify your child as being from a
Forces family when you complete the relevant application forms.
Every Local Authority has its own information for school admissions”

Veterans

If you are leaving the Armed Forces to settle in Wales or have recently
left the Armed Forces, the above criterion does not currently apply.

The full current admissions code for Wales can be found here:
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/130715-admin-codes-en.pdf

Appealing an Admissions Decision

If you have not been able to access the school place(s) you want for
your children, you are able to appeal through the local authority’s
appeal process. The appeal process will vary between local authorities,
with information available on their websites.

If you require further advice on school appeals, CEAS has a helpline
which is open from 9.30am to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday:

Telephone: 01980 618 244 (military: 94 344 8244)
Email: enquiries@ceas.uk.com | Fax: 01980 618245 (military: 94 344
8245)
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Moving Schools

Transferring Your Child’s Information

The more information the school has about your child’s education and
background, the more it will help them in ensuring they can settle your
child into school.

Your child’s current school and the new school you have chosen should
make contact to transfer information.

The Children’s Education Advisory Service has developed a PIP (Pupil
Information Profile) form that schools can use for transferring
information on Service children across educational systems. Not all
schools will use this, but SSCECymru are promoting the use of the
template for schools as an example of good practice.

Alongside the information your child’s previous school will transfer to
the new school, you may wish to utilise the Children’s Education
Advisory Service’s ‘Moving School Pack’ which is available online for
parents (your local welfare officer/HIVE officer may also have hard
copies of these) and provides a useful guide for what to pass on to your
child’s new school.

There is also a pack for children which can help with preparing them for
a new move:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-school-packs
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Moving Schools

Learning Gaps

A common challenge children face when moving between schools
(particularly between different countries where curriculums may vary)
is that gaps in learning may occur; where they have simply missed a
part of the curriculum because it has already been covered by the new
school, or because they are picking up a new subject later than other
pupils for the first time.

Often these learning gaps will be picked up by the school when your
child’s information is transferred, or you will already be aware of them
and have spoken to the school about this. If you become aware of any
gaps or are worried about your child’s progress, you should contact the
school to see what can be done to help your child get on track. Many
schools have a range of resources such as homework clubs to support
children where they may have fallen behind or need some extra
support.

Education Inspectorate: Estyn not Ofsted

In Wales, an independent organisation called Estyn inspects the quality
and standards of education and training providers. As with Ofsted in
England, it is a Crown body and was established in 1992 under the
Education Act.

You can access Estyn school reports, inspection information, and good
practice examples from their website:
http://www.estyn.gov.uk
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Term-Time Absence
The policy in Wales and England strongly discourages parents from
taking children out of school during term time unless it is for an
‘exceptional circumstance’. There are strict criteria in place from local
authorities and Welsh Government relating to the percentage of
unauthorised absence allowed.

SSCECymru is promoting awareness across Wales regarding the
consideration of authorised term-time leave for Service children who
are affected by a parent’s active service, for example, when families
are able to take a holiday together due to restricted leave.

If you are planning to take your child out of school for term-time
holidays or other reasons relating to your/your partner’s
deployment/service, it is important that you speak to the school and
explain your circumstances. As in other parts of the UK, local authorities
have a process of implementing fines and legal proceedings in extreme
cases. Welsh Government and local authorities stress that the decision
regarding unauthorised absence rests with the discretion of the school,
so it is important to make your case clearly where absence relates to
you/your partner’s service.
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Additional Learning Needs/Special
Educational Needs

Special Educational Needs (SEN)

If your child currently receives additional support through School Action
or School Action Plus or has a statement of special educational needs
(SEN), you should ensure that the new school and local authority are
aware of their needs when making an application to the school.

If you are concerned that your child may have a special educational
need and is not currently receiving any additional support, you should
speak to your child’s current school/new school about your concerns.

In Wales, there is currently an SEN Code of Practice which details the
statutory obligations of schools and local authorities when providing
additional support for children in school.

Contact a Family has created a really useful guide to explain how the
SEN code of practice works in Wales and what your rights are as a
parent. It also includes information on applications for a statement,
statutory assessments, and appeals and complaints procedures:
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/media/380068/senwales.pdf

The current SEN Code of Practice for Wales can be found here:
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/docs/learningwales/publications/131016-sen-c
ode-of-practice-for-wales-en.pdf

Additional advice and support for Service families who have children
with SEN is available from the Children’s Education Advisory Service.
Families are also encouraged to register their children with CEAS to
provide ongoing advice.
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Welsh Language

Welsh Language Curriculum

As the national language of Wales, Welsh is an everyday part of school
life and is a compulsory part of all children’s education. Many parents
we have spoken to who are moving from outside Wales have expressed
concern about what this means for their children.

Whilst you are living in Wales, your children will be required to learn
Welsh. This will be as a second or additional language (WAL). At the
end of Key Stage 2, 3 and 4, they will be assessed (according to their
prior education, knowledge and ability). At Key Stage 4, the curriculum
currently requires all pupils to take a short course in Welsh (equivalent
to half a GCSE).
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Welsh Language

Welsh Language Curriculum

Welsh Government recognises the challenges that may come with
learning Welsh as an additional language and states:

“The Welsh Government recognises that learners for whom English
or Welsh is an additional language (EAL/WAL) have different
challenges in relation to language and literacy acquisition. EAL/WAL
learners may be accessing English/Welsh for the first time and will,
therefore, require additional focused support to help them acquire
appropriate literacy skills. Material should be provided that is
appropriate to their ability, previous education and experience, and
which extends their language development. The year-by-year nature
of the expectation statements allows schools and settings to ensure
that they are incorporating the appropriate skills into their
curriculum delivery.”
Source:
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/docs/learningwales/publications/141016-rev
ised-areas-of-learning-and-programmes-of-study.pdf

If you are worried about your child’s attainment or the challenges they
may face when starting to learn Welsh for the first time, it is important
to speak to the school to see how they can best support your child.
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/docs/learningwales/publications/111025welshe
n.pdf

The North Wales Day School Allowance may be available to Service
families who are serving in an established post in an eligible unit and
are resident within the counties of Gwynedd, Conwy, Denbighshire,
Flintshire or the Isle of Anglesey and who meet all the criteria for
payment of a Continuity of Education Allowance (CEA). It is specifically
designed to allow children who move to North Wales, following a
posting, to attend an independent day school as an alternative to a
maintained day school (community/foundation/voluntary) which is
operating the bilingual teaching policy i.e. where English and Welsh are
spoken equally in the school setting. Further information on the
allowance is available via CEAS and by contacting your unit.

Are There English Language School Options in North
Wales?

Across North Wales, there are primary and secondary schools that
teach through the medium of English as the main language. You will be
able to find out from your local authority website which schools these
are. N.B. Where a school is described as ‘English with significant Welsh’,
that means it is an English-medium school but that there will be a high
number of Welsh speaking students at the school.
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Welsh Language

Welsh Customs and Events

If you are new to Wales, you may not be aware of traditions that some
schools in Wales take part in.

St David’s Day

The 1st of March is the feast day of St David, the Patron Saint of Wales.
In many schools across Wales, this day is marked by special activities
and fancy dress (for younger children). Some children wear traditional
Welsh costumes, others may wear rugby shirts or take in leeks and
daffodils (national emblems of Wales).

Eisteddfod

The Eisteddfod (pronounced: eye-steath-vod) is a Welsh festival of
music, literature and performance. Some schools in Wales create their
own Eisteddfod as part of St David’s Day celebrations. This can include
making arts and crafts, writing or reciting songs and poems. These
events and activities can take place in English and in Welsh.
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/st-davids-day
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Further Information
The following section provides links to websites and further information
that might be useful to you, including links to local authority contacts
and other guidance.

Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

See below table of contact details for all school admissions/education
teams in Wales.
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Further Information

Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

1. Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Tel: 01495 311556
Email: education.department@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk
Web: blaenau-gwent.gov.uk

2. Bridgend County Borough Council
Tel: 01656 642637
Email: pupilservices@bridgend.gov.uk
Web: bridgend.gov.uk

3. Caerphilly County Borough Council
Tel: 01443 864870 OR 01443 864897
Web: caerphilly.gov.uk

4. Cardiff Council
Tel: 029 2087 2909
Web: cardiff.gov.uk

5. Carmarthenshire County Council
Tel: 01267 246449
Email: admissions@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
Web: carmarthenshire.gov.uk

6. Ceredigion County Council
Tel: 01970 633656
Web: ceredigion.gov.uk

7. Conwy County Borough Council
Tel: 01492 575031/032
Email: education@conwy.gov.uk
Web: conwy.gov.uk

8. Denbighshire County Council
Email: admissions@denbighshire.gov.uk
Web: denbighshire.gov.uk

9. Flintshire County Council
Tel: 01352 704068/704073
Web: flintshire.gov.uk

10. Gwynedd Council
Web: gwynedd.gov.uk

11. Isle of Anglesey County Council
Tel: 01248 752900
Email: education@anglesey.gov.uk
Web: anglesey.gov.uk
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Further Information

Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

12. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council
Tel: 01685 724620
Email: educationwelfare@merthyr.gov.uk.
Web: merthyr.gov.uk

13. Monmouthshire County Council
Web: monmouthshire.gov.uk

14. Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
Tel: 01639 763580 / 01639 763730
Email: admissions@npt.gov.uk
Web: npt.gov.uk

15. Newport City Council
Tel: 01633 656656
Email: school.admissions@newport.gov.uk
Web: newport.gov.uk

16. Pembrokeshire County Council
Tel: 01437 764551
Email: teleri.williams@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
Web: pembrokeshire.gov.uk

17. Powys County Council
Tel: 01597 826477
Email: admissionsandtransport@powys.gov.uk
Web: powys.gov.uk

18. Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council
Tel: 01443 744232
Email: schooladmissions@rctcbc.gov.uk
Web: rctcbc.gov.uk

19. City and County of Swansea
Tel: 01792 636549
Web: swansea.gov.uk

20. Torfaen County Borough Council
Tel: 01495 766915 / 766921
Web: torfaen.gov.uk

21. Vale of Glamorgan Council
Tel: 01446 700111
Email: admissions@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
Web: valeofglamorgan.gov.uk

22. Wrexham County Borough Council
Tel: 01978 298991
Email: Admissions@wrexham.gov.uk
Web: wrexham.gov.uk

30

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/educationwelfare@merthyr.gov.uk.
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/english/educationandlearning/schoolsandcolleges/pages/schooladmissionsappeals.aspx
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/schools
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/admissions@npt.gov.uk
http://www.npt.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=6546
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/school.admissions@newport.gov.uk
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Schools/Schools.aspx
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/teleri.williams@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/content.asp?nav=647&parent_directory_id=646
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/admissionsandtransport@powys.gov.uk
http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/schools-students/apply-for-a-school-place/
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/schooladmissions@rctcbc.gov.uk
http://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/en/educationlearning/schoolscolleges/schoolplaces-admissions/schooladmissionsinformationandadvice.aspx
http://www.swansea.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.torfaen.gov.uk/en/EducationLearning/SchoolsColleges/School-Admissions/SchoolAdmissions.aspx
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/admissions@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
http://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/working/education_and_skills/schools/admissions/school%20admissions.aspx
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkit/Admissions@wrexham.gov.uk
http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/education/admissions_index.htm


Children and Young People

MEIC Cymru

Need information? Want advice? MEIC Cymru is a Wales-based, free
advice and advocacy service. MEIC can provide advice whatever the
situation:
http://meiccymru.org/

Military Kids Connect

An online forum for Armed Forces kids from across the world, with
useful information, advice, games and more:
http://militarykidsconnect.dcoe.mil/

Children’s Commissioner for Wales

Human rights support and advice for children and young people:
http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/

Youth Services

There are youth services available across all local authorities in Wales
that can provide social and personal development for young people
through youth clubs, residential, and street-based work. They can also
provide support and advice to young people. To find your nearest
service, look at your local authority website’s A-Z list of services under
‘Y’.
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Education

Children’s Education Advisory Service (CEAS)

Information and support for Service families and eligible MOD civilians
on all aspects of the education of their children in the UK and overseas:
https://www.gov.uk/childrens-education-advisory-service

ELSA Support

Emotional literacy support website with online resources for teachers
and support staff:
http://www.elsa-support.co.uk/emotional-support-for-the-children-of-the-
armed-forces/

Esytn

Schools inspectorate for Wales:
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/

Children’s Commissioner Wales

Human rights support and advice for children and young people:
http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/

Royal Caledonian Educational Trust

Working to promote awareness of needs of Service children in
Scotland:
http://www.rcet.org.uk/

Supporting Service Children in State Schools

Network of state schools in England providing support and advice
regarding Service children and produced a handbook for schools:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/service-children-in-state-sc
hools-handbook/service-children-in-state-schools-handbook-2013

Welsh Government Guidance on Education
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance/?lang
=en

Wales School Admissions Code 2013
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/admissions-an
d-appeals-code/?lang=en

SEN Code of Practice for Wales
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/docs/learningwales/publications/131016-sen-c
ode-of-practice-for-wales-en.pdf

For more information on education and lifelong learning in Wales, visit
the Welsh Local Government Association’s website:
http://www.wlga.gov.uk/lifelong-learning-culture-information
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Armed Forces and Support
Organisations:

HMS Heroes

A peer mentoring initiative for Service children based in Plymouth:
http://www.plymouthcurriculum.swgfl.org.uk/hmsheroes/about-us/

HIVES

HIVES are information centres available to all members of the Service
community. They serve both married and single personnel, together
with their families, dependents and civilians employed by the Services:
http://www.army.mod.uk/welfare-support/23440.aspx

HIVE RAF VALLEY
http://www.raf.mod.uk/rafvalley/stationfacilities/hive.cfm

HIVE CHEPSTOW AND BRECON
http://chepstowhive.blogspot.co.uk/

HIVE ST ATHAN AND HAVERFORDWEST
http://www.stathanhive.blogspot.co.uk/

Ministry of Defence – Support Services

A list of support services and advice for Armed Forces personnel,
veterans and their families on the UK government website:
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits/families/support-services-for-militar
y-and-defence-personnel-and-their-families

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen Families Association
(SSAFA)

Offering support and advice to serving and former Armed Forces
personnel and their families:
https://www.ssafa.org.uk/

Army Families Federation (AFF)

Supporting army families:
http://www.aff.org.uk/

Royal Air force Families Federation (RAFFF)

Supporting RAF families:
http://www.raf-ff.org.uk/
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Armed Forces and Support
Organisations:

Naval Families Federation

Supporting Royal Naval and Royal Marines families:
http://www.nff.org.uk/

Royal British Legion

The Royal British Legion helps the whole Armed Forces community
through welfare, comradeship and representation as well as being the
Nation's custodian of Remembrance:
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/can-we-help

Veterans UK

Provides support and advice for Armed Forces veterans and their
families:
http://www.veterans-uk.info/index.htm

Samaritans

A confidential support line for anyone who needs someone to talk to or
help and advice:
http://www.samaritans.org/

Armed Forces Community Covenant

The aim of the Community Covenant is to encourage local communities
to support the Armed Forces community in their area and promote
understanding and awareness among the public of issues affecting the
Armed Forces community.

Armed Forces Community Covenants in Wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-covenants-in-w
ales

Armed Forces Package of Support Wales
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/people-and-communities/communities/safety/a
rmedforces/packagesupport/?lang=en

http://www.nff.org.uk/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/can-we-help
http://www.veterans-uk.info/index.htm
http://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-covenants-in-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-covenants-in-wales
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/people-and-communities/communities/safety/armedforces/packagesupport/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/people-and-communities/communities/safety/armedforces/packagesupport/?lang=en

	Supporting Service Children in Education Cymru:
	Contents:
	Welcome to SSCECymru Parent's Guide to Schools and Education Wales 2015
	Who Is This Guide For?
	Forces Veterans and Reservists

	About Supporting Service Children in Education Cymru (SSCECymru)
	All Wales Standing Committee for Service Children in Education
	Children’s Education Advisory Service (CEAS)

	Armed Forces in Wales
	Armed Forces Package of Support

	Armed Forces Community Covenant
	Inclusive education funding for all learners in Wales
	Education in Wales
	Education in Wales
	Early Years
	Preschool
	Childcare

	When Do Children Start School in Wales?
	Year Groups and Term Times
	Comparison Table of School Year Groups across the UK

	Year Groups and Term Times
	Welsh Term Dates: 2015/16

	Primary Education
	Foundation Phase
	Key Stage 2

	Secondary Education
	Further Education

	Examinations and Assessments in Wales
	Table Showing Examinations and Assessments in Wales

	Examinations and Assessments in Wales
	National Literacy and Numeracy Tests

	Key Stage 2 and 3 Assessments
	Key Stage 4 Assessments
	GCCEs
	The Welsh Baccalaureate

	Moving Schools
	Finding a School/Admissions

	Moving Schools
	Finding a School/Admissions
	Veterans
	Appealing an Admissions Decision

	Moving Schools
	Transferring Your Child’s Information

	Moving Schools
	Learning Gaps
	Education Inspectorate: Estyn not Ofsted

	Term-Time Absence
	Additional Learning Needs/Special Educational Needs
	Special Educational Needs (SEN)

	Welsh Language
	Welsh Language Curriculum

	Welsh Language
	Welsh Language Curriculum
	Are There English Language School Options in North Wales?

	Welsh Language
	Welsh Customs and Events
	St David’s Day
	Eisteddfod

	Further Information
	Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

	Further Information
	Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

	Further Information
	Local Authority School Admissions and Enquiries

	Children and Young People
	MEIC Cymru
	Military Kids Connect
	Children’s Commissioner for Wales
	Youth Services

	Education
	Children’s Education Advisory Service (CEAS)
	ELSA Support
	Esytn
	Children’s Commissioner Wales
	Royal Caledonian Educational Trust
	Supporting Service Children in State Schools
	Welsh Government Guidance on Education
	Wales School Admissions Code 2013
	SEN Code of Practice for Wales

	Armed Forces and Support Organisations:
	HMS Heroes
	HIVES
	HIVE RAF VALLEY
	HIVE CHEPSTOW AND BRECON
	HIVE ST ATHAN AND HAVERFORDWEST
	Ministry of Defence – Support Services
	Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen Families Association (SSAFA)
	Army Families Federation (AFF)
	Royal Air force Families Federation (RAFFF)

	Armed Forces and Support Organisations:
	Naval Families Federation 
	Royal British Legion
	Veterans UK
	Samaritans
	Armed Forces Community Covenant 
	Armed Forces Community Covenants in Wales
	Armed Forces Package of Support Wales


